Social Change
Agricultural + Industrial
Revolutions



Social Change

Background
Little change in rural England since the Medieval A ges

More freedoms than in feudal times
Farming methods had changed very little
Open Field
Three-Crop Rotation
Common Grazing of Cattle
Sowing and Reaping by Hand
Cottage Industries
Towns had changed little



Medieval Farming Methods

Manual labour — slow, smaller areas,
poor crop yields etc



What made the Agricultural
Revolution possible?

Charles Townsend (b.1624) - developed
FOUR-Crop Rotation called the

Norfolk System

By growing turnips one year in four,
It was possible to avoid leaving land
fallow every third year.

Cattle fodder was available and so
Increased animal numbers




Landlords and tenants began to enclose
their lands with the increase of cattle
numbers

Less time now needed Iin travelling between
strips of land

And less chance of cattle diseases infecting
all herds



Jethro Tull

Invented the Seed Drill and Horse Hoe and
this increase the efficiency of sowing and
reaping = increased crop yields




Robert Bakewell

Developed the idea of Selective Breeding
of animals

This led to healthier, bigger and more
productive animals




Industrial Revolution
How was this possible?

James Watt

The Rotative Steam Engine
This allowed for the mass production of goods




Britain - Natural Resources

Coal to power machines
lIron Ore to make machines

Empire had access to cheap raw materials
and markets to sell finished products



The Agricultural Revolution made more food
available

Less people were needed on the farms
because of the new machines

People migrated to the new factories

= plentiful supply of workers for the new large
factories

Improved banking and transport systems
encouraged further growth, production and
trade



Textiles — driving change

John Kay
Flying Shuttle (1733)

Speeded up weaving and put pressure on
spinners to produce more yarn (thread)
more quic




James Hargreaves
Spinning Jenny (1765)

This was eight times faster than an ordinary
spinning wheel



Other Machines

Richard Arkwright’'s — Water-Frame
Samuel Crompton’s — Mule
Edmund Cartwright’'s — Power Loom

By 1800 hundreds of thousands of
workers In textile mills (factories)

Lancashire and Yorkshire



Spinning-Mule

Davy’s Lamp
Water-Frame

Power-Loom Cort
Darby



Consequences of
Industrial Revolution

Demand for coal (steam power) and iron
ore (machinery production) soared and
demands in mining increasec

Employment in mining increased
Underground mining increased
Humphry Davy’s - Miner’s Safety Lamp
Smelting of ores improved




Mining and smelting

Abraham Darby’s — Coke smelting
Cheaper

Henry Cort’s — Puddling and Rolling
produced a better quality wrought iron

This encouraged the develpoment of
better tools, nails and knives etc.

Textiles — Mining — Smelting
laid the basis for
Britain’s Industrial Revolution



Changes in Working Conditions

Easier work on the land and fewer people
needed as machines began to take over

Enclosures made farming more efficient
Peasants had no choice but to leave the land
Millions migrated to the cities and the factories
Farm sizes increased with rural depopulation
Increased demands for food from the cities
Larger profits in farming if efficient



Industry

Hundreds and even thousands now
worked for one employer In factories

Work was boring, dangerous (machinery)
Work from dawn to dusk
Sunday only day off

Employers lowered wages because of
competition for jobs

Newer machinery put some out of work



Women and children worked
Women paid less than men

Very young children employed in
factories and the mines

Severe health problems such as lung
disease and spinal deformities were
common

Fines were Issued for lateness, low
productivity etc.



Living Conditions

Countryside
Landlords grew wealthier
Peasants still in the countryside did well
In the towns / cities
Factory Owners were wealthy

Factory workers generally lived in slums with
very poor conditions






Diet and Leisure

Food more plentiful and fresher
Wealthy — great variety of food

Poor — rarely had meat but had
vegetables, bread and soups

Overcrowding Iin slums lead to disease
and epidemics e.g. smallpox, typhoid
etc.



In the towns and cities fumes from
factories caused serious health

problems which lec
rate in t

to a higher death

ne cities

Health care was improving slowly but
iInfections and epidemics did Kkill

especially

the young



Clothing

Wealthy
Fashion was important for men and women
Poor

Cheap attire — rarely had sufficient for a
change of clothing

Clothing did become cheaper with the
advances In the textile industry

Cotton items of clothing became popular as
It was easily washed and dried



Education

Grammar Schools for the wealthy e.g. Eton,
Harrow and Universities such as Oxford and
Cambridge

Poorer children rarely attended school

Some efforts Grammar Schools for the wealthy
e.g. Eton, Harrow and Universities such as
Oxford and Cambridge

Poorer children rarely attended school

Some efforts were made to provide schooling for
the poor e.g. the Quakers

English and Arithmetic were the main subjects
Teachers were often untrained



Eton

Oxford Cambridge
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Reform



