
Political Revolutions

America, France and Ireland
Late 18 th and early 19 th Centuries





13 Colonies

The Thirteen Colonies
The term used for the colonies of British North
America that joined together in the American
Revolution against the mother country, adopted
the Declaration of Independence in 1776, and became the
United States. 
They were New Hampshire, Massachusetts,
Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. 
They are also called the Thirteen Original States .



Causes and Early Troubles

• The British Army (Redcoats) protected the 
settlers in the Colonies from attacks by the 
French and the native Indians

• The cost of keeping the army was very high –
King George III decided to raise taxes in the 13 
Colonies to pay for this in the 1760s

• The Stamp Act was introduced on newspapers 
and legal documents

• The Townsend Act placed taxes on tea and 
paint



Stamp Act - King George III



The Townsend Act



Boston Massacre



Boston Tea Party



Intolerable Acts



First Continental Congress in 1774



Lexington - April 19, 1775



Concord



Second Continental Congress in 1775



Declaration of Independence on 4th July 
1776



Declaration of Independence on 4th July 
1776



The British Take Philadelphia
“I am sorry to inform you that in this day's engagement we have been 

obliged to leave the enemy masters of the field. Unfortunately the 
intelligence received of the enemy's advancing up the Brandywine, 
and crossing at a Ford about six miles above us, was uncertain and 
contradictory, notwithstanding all my pains to get the best…Our loss 

of men is not, I am persuaded, very considerable; I believe much
less than the enemy's…Notwithstanding the misfortune of the day, I 
am happy to find the troops in good spirits; and I hope another time 

we shall compensate for the losses now sustained…
The Marquis La Fayette was wounded in the leg, and General 

Woodford in the hand. Divers other officers were wounded, and 
some slain, but the numbers of either cannot now be ascertained.

I have the honor to be, Sir, your obedient humble servant.”
G. WASHINGTON. 

P. S. It has not been in my power to send you earlier intelligence; the 
present being the first leisure moment I have had since the action.

Letter, George Washington to Continental Congress, September 
11, 1777.George Washington Papers, 1741-1799



Valley Forge – Winter 1777-1778



Victory at Yorktown 1781



The Paris Treaty of 1783



Consequences of the 
American Revolution

• 13 Colonies become United States of America
• Democracy – government chosen by the people
• Parliament or Congress located to new capital in 

Washington DC
• George Washington became first President of 

the United States in 1789
• American Colonists success had an influence on 

similar revolutions in France and Ireland at the 
time



George Washington

1732 - 1799



George Washington
Background

Born Virginia 1732 - ancestry English 
Aged 20 he inherited 3,200 ha farm at 

Mount Vernon, Virginia
Fought against the French + Indians 
Married Martha Dandridge c. 1760

Virginia Delegate to the 
First and Second Continental Congresses in

1774 - 1775



George Washington
Revolutionary Role

May 1775 chosen to lead the 
American Continental Army

Victories against the British at:
Boston; Princeton and Trenton in 1776

Defeats at:
White Plains and Philadelphia in 1777



Revolutionary Role contd…
1777 – 1778 Winter at Valley Forge



Revolutionary Role contd…

French support gave Washington a huge 
boost in February 1778

Attacked British forces at Yorktown
Decisive victory for Washington in 1781

When the British surrendered Washington 
resigned and returned to Mount Vernon in 

Virginia



Washington
Afterwards

His guidance led to a Federalist and 
democratic Constitution accepted by 

Congress in 1787

He was chosen by Congress as the first 
president of America in 1789 and the 

capital city was named after him in 1790




