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Both Celtic men and 
women liked to wear 
bracelets and brooches. 
On special occasions 
warriors and rich people 
wore torcs around their 
necks. 

This is called the
Broighter Collar . It 
was made from gold 
around 100 A.D. 

This was probably a 
special hold stone 
for the Celts. It is 
called the Turoe
Stone from the place 
where it was found 
in County Galway. 
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Brandubh (pronounced bran-DOO) is a Gaelic-Celtic board 
game played on a board that is 7 squares by 7 squares, and 

appears to be distantly related to tafl, although is played in a 
different manner. It is played with two sides, with 13 pieces 
between them, representing the King, the Princes and the 

Barons. It is a tactical game considered to be at least 10 centuries 
old. 

The pieces are laid out with the King in the middle, surrounded
by his four Princes defending against the Barons as shown in this 

diagram. Here Gold is chosen to represent the King, Red the 
Princes and Blue the Barons. 
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Image of Dagda

The Dagda was the father God of the Celts they 
called him the Good God because he protected their 
crops. He was king of the Tuatha Dé Danann and 

ruled over Uisnech in Co. Meath. He had a 
cauldron called the Undry which supplied unlimited 

food and was one of the magical items the Tuatha
brought with them when they first landed on 
Ireland. He also had a living oak harp called

Uaithne which caused the seasons to change in their 
order and also played three types of music, the 

music of sorrow, the music of joy and the music of 
dreaming.
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The God Lugh was the God of Light or the harvest, a 
festival was held in his honour in August called

Lughnasa, August was his sacred month. He was reputed 
to be the divine father of Cúchulainn whom he conceived 

with Dechtire when he carried her away to his palace 
beneath Brugh na Boinne.

He was known as Ildánach which means master of all 
arts and crafts. When he first went to the palace of the 
King Nuada he was stopped at the door by the sentry 

who said only those with a skill may pass. Lugh said he 
was a wright but he got the reply that they had one 

already and so Lugh named all his professions in turn: 
smith, champion, harper, poet-historian, sorcerer, 

physician, cupbearer, craftsman in metal only to be told 
the Tuatha Dé already had experts in these. So then
Lugh asked had they got one man who had the whole 

combination of skills and the reply was no and so he was 
allowed enter.

Image of Lugh
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Imbolg - in honour of goddess Brigid
This is the time when the first shoots of many plants begin to break 
the still cold ground. 

Brighid, as the creative force in both tribe and land, unites the two 
main themes of Imbolc; a reawakening of the fertility of the land and 
a new agricultural cycle. 

The Goddess is invited to bless this process,

Feb. 1 or 2.



Bealtaine- in honour of goddess Bel.
Traditionally, all fires were extinguished on the eve of
Beltaine, to be re-lit from the sacred 'needfire' kindled 

at dawn. Beltaine is the time when the cattle are put 
out for summer grazing on the higher slopes. The cattle 
were driven through the sacred Beltaine fires for 
purification. The sacred fire would also, it was believed, 
bring protection, good fortune and fertility to the people. 
It was also the time when Celtic warriors would put 
their fighting skills to the test in the challenges of the
Beltaine Games. With the hard work of 
planting accomplished, it was a time when the clans 
came together in celebration of the sun and to hope 
that the crops would grow and flourish in the months 

ahead. The beginning of the summer



Lughnasa - in honour of Lugh for a good harvest
This is the main harvest festival and the name of the month of August in 
the Irish language. It represent the culmination of the year long 
relationship between people and the Earth. The main theme is reaping 
the bounty of the land, followed by a communal feast of the first fruits. 
This includes cultivated crops and wild growing fruit. There was a recent 
tradition in Ireland of young people going out to playfully collect wild 
bilberries followed by great This is also a time to reaffirm the tribe or 
communities' sense of unity and the individuals' sense of belonging. 
Great fairs were held at Lughnasadh including horse races, games 
involving fertility magic, Bardic recitations, music and dancing. 

August 1st.



Samhain- in honour of Dagda

It is the last of the harvest festivals and dark counterpoint to Beltaine, 
beginning the rule of Darkness and celebrating the Crone. It is also the 
first day of the new year. 
A night where life and death, opposites but part of the same whole, are 
celebrated together. 
Samhain is also the Feast of the Dead when we honor our ancestors. It 
is a time for families to gather and hear the old tales. 

On Samhain Night, the dead return to visit with the living. It is 
traditional to set a place at the table for the ancestors and to leave food
outside for the 'Sidhe" (pr. shee) and the "pooka", the fairy folk and 
mischievous spirits. 

October 31st 
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