
The Renaissance 

 

From this section, you are expected to know: 

• Why the Renaissance began in Italy 
• What made Renaissance painting so special? 
• The life of one famous Renaissance artist/sculptor 
• The life of one Renaissance artist outside Italy 
• The life of a Renaissance writer 

 

QUESTIONS 

1. What does the word 'Renaissance' mean? 

2. When was this period in history and what occurred? 
 

3. Why did the Renaissance begin in Italy? 
 

4. Name some famous Renaissance patrons and explain why they 
 were so important. 
 

5. Explain why the Medici family were so wealthy 
 

6. Briefly describe pre-Renaissance paintings? 
 

7. What made the painting of the Renaissance so unique? 
 

8. Explain how Leonardo da Vinci was such a genius 
 

9. Name one famous da Vinci painting and describe it 
 



10. What was sfumato? 
 

11. Why are the notebooks of da Vinci so important? 
 

12. What was a fresco? 
 

13. Name one Renaissance artist from outside Italy and name one 
 of his works. 
 

14. Name a famous Renaissance architect 
 

15. What were some of the main changes that took place in 
 architecture? 
 

16. Who was Galileo and why was he so important? 
 

17. Why was Johann Gutenberg so important? 
 

18. What was the first book to be printed? 
 

19. Why was the printing press of such importance during the 
 Renaissance? 
 

20. Name a famous Renaissance writer and one of his written 
 works. 

 

 

 


