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Joseph M Murphy 
(Tralee) Ltd.  

Independent Insurance and  
Financial Services  

Consultants 
 

Contact us:  

Tel.  066—71 21 392 or  
    066—71 21 010   

Fax. 066—71 25 688  
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Joseph M Murphy (Tralee) Ltd is Registered by the F inancial 

Regulator as an Authorised Advisor and as a  
Mortgage Intermediary . 
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Action not words 
now! — Parking 
and Traffic In  
Tralee 
Tralee Times has been contact 
by many people in relation to 
this issue recently. There are far 
too many vehicles being parked 
illegally throughout the town.  
The streets of this town are far 
too narrow to allow legal park-
ing in most cases not to mind 
the illegal parking of vehicles.  
With the mushrooming of road-
works in the town at present 
there is even less space to park.  
Is Tralee Town Council going 
to talk about fixing the prob-
lem, again (!) or is it going to 
act and do something to solve 
(even part of) the problem. The 
problem has got worse since 
last they ‘talked’ about it. Ac-
tion on these issues to long 
overdue. 
Tralee Times has in previous 
editions made some suggestions 
regarding possible solutions to 
this very real crisis for many 
road-users in Tralee. 
Many of our streets are too nar-
row to allow anything other 
than one-way systems. 
These streets are also too nar-
row to allow parking in certain 
areas. 
The provision of access for 
emergency vehicles to the cen-
tre of our town is inadequate. In 
the event of a real emergency 
these vehicle will be delayed 
leading to unnecessary delays 
in attending injured people 
which may lead to loss of life. 
Due to a lack of adequate sign-

age many vehicles are entering 
the town centre unnecessarily, 
most particularly during the 
summer season. Give people 
directions—tell them where 
they need to go and tell them 
where they cannot go!  
There are black-spots in the 
town where a ‘zero-tolerance’ 
approach to illegal parking 
needs to put in place immedi-
ately. Residential areas within 
the town cannot be used by 
non-residents for parking and 
neither should these residents of 
these areas be required to pay to 
park outside their own homes. 
In areas close to primary 
schools where illegally parked 
vehicles restrict the view of 
motorists on the approaches to 
the schools. Outside some 
shops where the street is too 
narrow and this leads to traffic 
congestion. Restrict the unnec-
essary movement of heavy 
goods vehicles (HGV’s) within 
the town - to designated areas 
and only at certain times.  
These are just some suggestions 
which we have already sug-
gested  
In the July edition we will pub-
lish some radical proposals for 
improving traffic management 
in Tralee and a traffic survey 
which is currently being under-
taken for  
Tralee Times. We will be iden-
tifying the blackspots and ask-
ing the question….why is noth-
ing is being done to solve the 
problems at these locations? 
Have your say on this issue—
contact us or either by phone or 
visit www.traleetimes.com and 
enter your comment on the 
FEEDBACK  page. . 
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New Pay Agreement is Flawed 
‘Towards 2016’ the new pay agreement and social policy is badly flawed and 
promotes the position of the employer rather than the workers.  
The pay increase of 10% over 27 months will barely cover the cost of infla-
tion—best predictions are that inflation will rise up to 4.5 % before falling 
back during  that period. Therefore for a cost of living increase employees are 
being asked for some serious productivity. In the private sector senior manag-
ers and executives are being paid extraordinary sums while the working con-
ditions of the ordinary employees are being eroded. In the public sector, while 
the government has a massive budget surplus employees are being pressurised 
to do more and more and with no extra resources being provided. Furthermore 
the employers can with-hold payment of the increase if  productivity is not 
forth-coming. How can ICTU stand over such a document? 700,000 other 
workers are going to decide for you unless individual unions make their 
voices heard within ICTU and take note from the banking and teachers un-
ions. At least listen to what they have to say and be informed before you vote. 
Continued on page 8 
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“Hello, I’m Eric Wharton Cleaning Doctor.  
I am totally dedicated to giving you the  

Best Ever™ Carpet, Curtain and  
Upholstery Cleaning   

and Stain Protection, all  
at sensible prices and  

backed up with my  
100% Risk-Free,  

Money-Back Guarantee  
on every job.”  

�
Carpet, Curtain & Upholstery Services  

Domestic & Commercial  
�
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www.cleaningdoctor.ie  
 
 

             Serving: Tralee, Dingle Peninsula, Castleisland, Listowel,  
Ballybunion & Tarbert  
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IRELAND FACTS  
Waiting Lists – Health 
2,000 more people waiting to be assessed 
f o r  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  s e r v i c e s 
30% increase for those waiting for the ac-
tual rehabilitation service. 
Penalty Points – Not Working 
1,200 people had died on the roads since it 
first became apparent that penalty points 
were not working. 
Child Care Costs! 
The 23% rise in costs in just two years is 
frightening as childcare fees were already at a 
very high level. On average, the cost of child-
care now stands at an incredible � 500+ per 
child per month.  
Unemployment 
The latest live register figures show an in-
crease of 5.5% in the last six months, or an 
extra 8,222 people signing on since October 
2005.  
Groceries Order 
Basic household products, such as tea, but-
ter and eggs, have gone up in price since 
the Groceries Order was abolished. A re-
duction of up to � 1,000 per year, per house-
hold, was promised! 
Primary School – Class Size 
In the last academic year 2004 - 2005, there 
were more than 99,000 children in classes 
of between 30 and 34, with a further 9,000 
children in classes with even larger num-
bers.  
Money Well Spent?! 
� 60 Billion Spent in the Health Services in 
the past 9 Years and Patients Still Enduring 
Inhuman Care Conditions. 
100 managers employed by the (HSE) 
Health Service Executive are taking home 
� 100,000 per annum in salaries and the 
HSE Chief Executive has been awarded a 
bonus of � 32,000 on top of his � 400,000 
salary. 
Revenue 
Exchequer Figures reveal that tax revenues 
are surging ahead of the Government’s pro-
jections, almost � 900 million ahead of tar-
get.  
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Visit www.traleetimes.com  
for an Ireland v Poland  

Fact Sheet 
land, population and the economy 
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The CSO has produced many very interesting facts 
and statistics about the Ireland in which we live and 
how it is changing year after year. A visit to the 
Central Statistics website—www.cso.ie—will reveal 
a vast range of information about every areas of 
Irish life.  
We have included below just some of the informa-
tion available on www.cso.ie. 
Population: 3.9 million in 2002 highest since 
1871; Average age of population 35.1 years in 2002; 
no. of divorced persons in 2002 = 35,000. 
Labour Market: Female participation in the 
workforce in 2004 was 49%; In 2002 84,200 people 
on the unemployed; In 2003 almost 23% of people 
at risk of poverty. 
Vital Statistics: 2004 Births 61,684 and Deaths 
28,151; Divorces granted in 2004 = 3,347. 
Health and Social Conditions: Social Welfare 
Expenditure 9% of Gross National Income; Non-
Capital Health Expenditure in 2004 = � 9,528 mil-
lion. 
Education: 82% of first level (primary) school 
teachers were female in 2004; 11% decline in sec-
ond level enrolments between 1998/99 and 2004; At 
age 19, 61% females & 44% males were in full time 
education in 2004. 
Justice and Defence: 36% of headline offences 
were detected in 2003; 72% detection rates in mur-
der cases in 2003; 27% of 11,344 arrests for drunk 
driving resulted in convictions; 4,766 applications 
for asylum in 2004. 
Public Finances: General Government Balance—a 
surplus of � 2,117m in 2004; Indebtedness arising 
from credit card use was � 2bn. At end of 2004; 
General Government Debt as a % of GDP was 
29.4% in 2004. 
Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing: 135,000 
farm holdings in 2003; Total area farmed in 2004 
was 4.3 million hectares; Average price per hectare 
for farm land was � 16,261 (44% increase on 1999 
price); Fish landings in 2002 worth � 210m. 
Industry: In 2002 they were about 5,000 industrial 
enterprises employing about 254,000 people, with a 
total turnover of � 108bn.; 52% increase in industrial 
production in the publishing, printing etc. sector 
between 2000 and 2004. 
Building & Construction: The number of new 
houses granted planning permission increased by 
over 133% between 1997 and 2004; The value of 
total construction output at current prices increased 
by 60% between 2000 and 2004. 
Tourism, Travel & Transport: Overseas vis-
its to Ireland increased by 4% since 2000. The 
South-West is the most popular destination for 
domestic trips by Irish Residents in each year 
2000 to 2004. 
55% of driving tests (total tests = 156,415) 
were passed in 2004.  
Prices: The Health sector had the highest rate 
of price increase in 2004 at 6.0%; The Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI) excluding Mortgage 
Interest rose by 2.1% in 2004; Building and 
construction material prices increased by 8.6% 
in 2004; A 7.2% increase in Energy products 
in 2004. 
Earnings: Average weekly earnings in 2004 
increased by 2.4% in construction, 4.4% in 
manufacturing and 8.6% in the public sector. 
Housing & Households: 24% of mortgage 
repayments exceeded � 600 for dwellings pur-
chased since 1996 in June-August 2003; 62% 
of homeowners surveyed had no mortgage or 
loans on their dwellings in the 3rd quarter of 
2003; 607,000 dwellings were detached dwell-
ings in 2003. 
Environment: The total no. of registered vehi-
cles has increased by 84% from 1990 to 2003; 
Household and commercial waste collected 
increased by 7% from 2002 to 2003. 
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1. If the UN  peacekeeping bill reaches $4 
billion a year it will cost less than 1% of what 
the USA alone spends each year on defence. 
2. There are more than 11 million orphaned  
children in sub-Saharan Africa because of 
AIDS. 
3. In the last decade, in the North Atlantic 
Region, commercial fish populations of cod, 
hake, haddock and flounder have fallen by as 
much as 95%. 
4. 600 million people worldwide experience 
disabilities of various types and degrees. 
5. In the September 2003 parliamentary elec-
tions in Rwanda 49% of seats were secured 
by women—the highest % anywhere in the 
world. 
6. Since the 1980’s over 30,000 children have 
be abducted in Uganda. 
7. A 1% increase in deforestation in Peru in-
creases the number of malaria-bearing mos-
quitoes by 8%.  
8. Coffee growers (farmer) get about 7% of 
the price you pay for coffee in            the su-
permarket. 
9. 86% of the population of Nepal live on less 
than $2 a day and infant mortality in Nepal is 
59 per 1000. 
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1. In which year did he discover The 
New World? 

2. Name the three ships that set sail on 
that voyage? 

3. What country did the voyage set sail 
from? 

4. Name the King and Queen who gave 
their support for the voyage? 

5. How many voyages did Columbus 
make to the New World? 

6. On the first voyage, on which date 
was the land of the New World first 
sighted? 

7. Where did Columbus believe he had 
landed? 

8. How many of the three original ships 
returned to Spain? 

9. What did Columbus bring home with 
him from the new world? 

10. Why did Columbus end up in jail? 
             Answers next time. 
             By Sadb (aged 10) 

If you would like to send in questions that 
you would like to ask other kids—do so and 

soon! 
editor@traleetimes.com 
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Best Day This Month 
Date              Rain       Max. Temp    9/6/2006  
                      0.8                 24  
10.6 hours of Sunshine 
                    
So Far This Month (June 30th)—Results: 
 
Precipitation (rainfall) at 30.6 mm  
(2005 June Total = 93.7 mm)   
Average for June 79.9 mm. 
 
Temperature (degrees C) average for June 
2006 = 14.2 (to date 30th).  
In June 2005 average for month was 14.5 and 
the general average for June  
(1961-1990—30 yr. Average) was 13.3. 
 
More information, data and forecasts etc. on 
www.meteireann.ie 

�����������	� offers sympathy to all family 
and friends of those who died  

recently and whose anniversary occurs. 
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Road conditions, road surfaces and 
the poor state of road maintenance is 
a major contributory factor to road 
deaths and injuries. Speeding and 
drink driving are major factors in 
road accidents, yet European research 
suggests that 30% of fatal road acci-
dents are caused by poor road sur-
faces. 
In Ireland the poor condition of our 
roads, particularly our regional and 
rural roads, presents a serious threat 
to motorists and pedestrians, but is 
largely ignored by the experts. Any-
one who drives regularly on non-
national routes will agree. 
In the UK there are Annual Audits of 
all public roads. This type of a system 
were it introduced here would lead to 
a situation where local authorities 
would be obliged to address any 
maintenance problems highlighted in 
the Audit of Public Roads. 

$�
���%&'&���(��&����������� )))����
���� �#�"� ����� �  ��
*��!����+���
���� �#�"� �

��
���������������� �������� ��������� �������� ������� ���������� ��������,������!#�������� �������� �������� ��������� �������� ����������������������������

���������	
	������
������	������������
�����
	����� ������������

����������������
 

Carpenter-Joiner 
Cabinet Maker 
 Doon,Tralee 
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The Mart  
Complex 
Caherslee 

 
Free Parking 
Monday – Saturday 
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The New Road Traffic Legislation 
It is hugely important that before the introduction of the new Road 
Traffic Bill that there is a thorough examination of the legislation to 
ensure that there are no loopholes through which offending road us-
ers can escape from being convicted of an offence.  
Too often in the past we have seen road users ‘getting off’ on techni-
calities before the courts. This has led to a waste of resources (Garda 
time, Court time) through delays in prosecutions etc. More seriously 
it has led to other road users blatantly flouting the law, in the knowl-
edge that they too will probably find an ‘escape route’. 
Our legislators therefore must submit the new Bill to a forensic ex-
amination, before the signing of the legislation into law. The govern-
ment and opposition parties are our legislators and there can be no 
room for party politics in the process of getting this legislation right, 
first time. 
The Road Safety Authority must acknowledge the role of the legisla-
ture in this process and not intervene. The RSA and the government 
must ensure that sufficient time is spent to allow more than ade-
quate analysis and debate on this issue. 

In-Car Technologies to  
Reach Compliance 

If full compliance is to be reached in all areas including 
speeding, drink driving and seat belt use, the European 
Commission must work towards introducing enforcement 
technologies into motor vehicles in Europe. For each of 
these areas, smart new technology has been developed that 
can help to achieve this goal. 
Intelligent Speed Adaptation (ISA) technologies warn 
drivers of breaking the speed limit of the road they are driv-

ing on. Different types of ISA’s have been 
tested successfully in Europe (most notably 
in Sweden)—at present use of ISA’s that can-
not be overridden is not advisable, but in the 
future this can be done. 
Alcohol Interlockers (AI) are devices that 

require the driver to take a breath test before the car can be 
started. In Sweden and Finland they are currently in use to 
support rehabilitation programmes for drink driving offend-
ers. Sweden is considering the introduction of AI’s in all 
vehicles in 2012. 
Seat Belt Reminders (SBR) are now fitted to most cars to 

warn drivers (and other occupants, in some 
cases) that they have not put on their seat-
belt. Interlockers (that stop the car from 
being started so non-use of seatbelts is no 
possible) are currently being discussed. 
Enforcement and education alone will not 

lead to full compliance with existing speed, alcohol and 
seatbelt legislation, but the implementation of these tech-
nologies (as above) will make this possible. 
There can no longer be any excuse for tolerating illegal be-
haviour and jeopardising people’s lives on our roads when 
the technologies exists to prevent it. The implementation of 
these technologies without exception will lead to safer roads 
for all road users.  
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Tel. 087—641 330 1  

Or 066—711 79 17 
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New TAXI  
Regulations 
There are proposals to introduce new 
TAXI regulations in September 
throughout the country. These new 
regulations are broadly based on the 
existing fare structure in the larger 
urban areas such as Dublin. For you 
the customer, these new regulations 
will mean that the fixed fare you are 
currently charged will be no more and 
the new fares will vary depending on 
time of day of travel and delays dur-
ing the journey. This fare will be 
charged by the taxi-meter (which is 
calibrated on the instructions of the 
new Taxi Regulator) in the taxi and 
not by the driver.  
Taxis will be able to ply for trade 
throughout the county at any location.  
Each taxi will now have a five digit 
number on display and it will not be 
possible to identify whether a taxi is a 
Tralee taxi or from somewhere else. 
Taxi owners and drivers are quite 
right to be concerned with the  
imminent introduction of these re-
forms. They are not just very con-
cerned for their own livelihoods but 
also for the impact it will have on 
their customers. 
As with many other controversial is-
sues it will probably take some dras-
tic action on behalf of the taxi drivers 
before this government sits up and 
takes notice. 
Visit our FEEDBACK  page on 
www.traleetimes.com and have your 
say.  

Coming soon…...what you need to 
know……. 

about the decision makers in Tralee 
Your comments are welcome 
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A 2004 Report for the Law Society found 
that Stage Payments add � 7,000 to the 
final cost, and estimated that the total cost 
to householders in the affected counties is 
some � 75 million per annum. 
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Prior to 1927, one team represented 
Tralee in the Kerry Senior Football 
County Championship namely Tralee 
John Mitchels. As this team was so 
successful the Kerry County Board 
requested that it should be divided into 
three individual teams representing, 
Boherbee, Rock St. and Strand St. The 
area of the town which these clubs 
would represent were based on the for-
mation of the three I.R.A companies 
which operated in Tralee during the 
War of Independence. This decision 
brought into being the three clubs now 
known as Boherbee John Mitchels, 
Austin Stacks and Kerins O'Rahilly's. 
The Boherbee John Mitchels in the 
intervening years since 1927 have been 
regarded as one of the most progressive 
and successful clubs in Kerry. While of 
late success on the playing field had 
eluded Mitchels their past achievements 
hasd given them a unique place in 
Kerry G.A.A history books most nota-
bly their record breaking five Senior 
Football titles in a row, 1959-1963. It is 
believed by many Kerry G.A.A observ-
ers that this record is very unlikely to be 
emulated in the future. 
The Boherbee John Mitchels Club are 
now the holders of 10 Senior, 1 U-21 
and 3 Minor County Championships. 
The Club has given great players to the 
County Teams over the years winning a 
huge number of All Ireland medals in 
all grades. The Club has also given 
many outstanding officials to the G.A.A 
at County, Provincial and Central 

Council level. One such man was Jerry 
Myles. In 1986 the Club opened their 
Bar and Pavilion which has added to 
the social side of activities with the 
Club and it has also given local resi-
dents a focal point within the John 
Mitchels area. 
 
BINGO 
Bingo takes place at the John 
Mitchels Club House on the John 
Joe Sheehy Road every Friday 
night commencing at 8.30 p.m. 
Sharp. 
LOTTO 
Our Weekly Club Lotto takes place 
every Tuesday night at 9.00 p.m. 
Sharp in the Club House under the 
watchful eye of Gary O’Mahony 
and Paddy O’Mahony 
COUNTRY MARKET 
The Country Market takes place at 
our Club Every Thursday afternoon 
commencing at 1.30 pm. Sharp.  It 
is advised to come early for the 
pick of the crop! 
CLUB RESTAURANT 
Our Club Restaurant is opened 
daily from 09.00 – 11.00 a.m. for 
Breakfast we do a mini breakfast or 
the full Irish for the hungrier per-
son.  Lunch is served from 12.30 p.
m. to 3.00 p.m. daily excluding 
Saturday.  Tired of cooking on a 
Sunday why not ring up and order 
a Take Away Lunch –simply phone 
066 71 26300.  The Restaurant also 
caters for that special event be it 
Holy Communion, Confirmation, 
BBQ, House Parties etc. 

������������#�%�&��
Is "��#����"�������=� &�����������+���������,�-�.������� .�����
�
�������>7?�
�@A��9
�����4����9�
���9
�����*#����
 �B
��
�����

��	

��6B?��� /����������!�
������.�������0� �
����
C7'$7&� /��.�����������������0���
�
������.����-�������  
NOTE: Non-members are very welcome—no membership 
required.  Don`t have a racket? No problem! A limited number 
may be available on the night. Please register your interest for 
coaching by contacting: email: !�����!����#' �!(����"�(�
�����&�� ��
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To include Your Club Notices and Information for FREE Contact Us at �����������������	����  
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Perhaps some of you, wisely, are thinking of spending time, effort and money 
(SSIA’s) on planning to cut your fuel bills and improve environmental condi-
tions. Fuel bills such as gas and oil and consequently electricity are going to 
increase because of our dependency on fossil fuels, which are now more scarce 
than ever before and because of increased demand for these finite resources 
world wide. I have included below a list of some of the alternative energy agen-
cies and companies that you may wish to investigate if you are contemplating 
that route for the future. 
Westwind 148 Blarney St, Cork. 021-4394291 www.westwind.ie 
Tipperary Energy Agency Craft Granary, Church St., Cahir.052-43090  
www.tea.ie 
Sustainable Energy Ireland - Renewable Energy Information Office  
Shinagh House, Bandon. 023-42193  www.sei.ie/reio.htm 
Surface Power Technologies Udaras Industrial Estate,  
Tourmakeady, Co. Mayo 094-9544776 www.surfacepower.com 
Solar Supplies Ireland 36 Main Street, Carnew. 053-33655   
wwwsolarsuppliesireland.com 
Solar Heating Ireland Cross house, Glandore.  028-34877 www.solarheating.ie 
SHAMROCKSOLAR ENERGIES LTD  Unit 41, Doora Industrial Estate, 
Ennis.  065-6868468 www.shamrocksolar.com 
Ross Technical Services Buttery Lane, Dungarvan.058-44540 
www.rosstechnical.ie 
Nordic Geothermal P.O. Box 19, Fermoy. 058-60949  
www.nordic-geothermal.com 
IRISH SOLAR ENERGY ASSOCIATION Ltd.  17 Kildare Street, Dublin 2. 
01-2866205  
GLAS Energy 15 Johns Quay, Kilkenny. 056-7786795 www.glas.ie 
ENERGY MASTER Keltic Business Park Unit 1, Clieveragh Industrial Estate, 
Listowel. 068-23864 www.energymaster.ie 
Eilish Oils Ltd.  Kilmurry, Newtown Mount Kennedy, Co. Wicklow 01-286 
3673 www.eilishoils.com 
Eco Stoves Main Street, Dunboyne. 01-825 2581  www.ecostoves.net 
Dunstar Ltd  Dunstar Ltd, 1 Kent St., Clonakilty. 023-35165   www.solterra.ie 
Biogreen Energy Products Ltd. The Leap, Adamstown, Co. Wexford 054-
40490 www.rapoleum.com 
Atlantic Power Master Inch, Dingle. Phone: 086-8256474  
www.atlanticpowermaster.com 
Aquatech Ltd 3H & 4H Marina Commercial Park, Centre Park Road, Cork  
021- 4319984 www.aquatech.ie 
Advantage Home Energy 68 New Line, Lurgan  
www.advantagehomenergy.com 
Active Energy Control Ltd.  Gort Road Business Park (U24), Ennis.  

Tralee Rowing 
Club 
Tralee Rowing Club has been 
established since May 2004 
following an initiative by Kerry 
Local Sports Partnership and 
the Irish Amateur Rowing Un-
ion to set up a rowing club in 
North Kerry.  
Thanks to local support and 
sponsorship and the help and 
generosity of Muckross and 
Killorglin Rowing Club, we 
have 5 boats including a train-
ing boat and are now rowing on 
the Canal in Tralee and launch 
from the slipway at the Basin 
End.  Tralee Town Council 
granted us planning permission 
to house our boats and equip-
ment in a storage facility by the 
Canal. 
During the college term mem-
bers of Tralee Rowing Club 

along with students from the 
Institute of Technology Tralee 
were using the gym facility in 
the South Campus.  Here we 
were able to get our members 
training and ready for rowing.  
At present we have approx. 20 
active members and we hold 
rowing sessions 3 times a 
week.  Our coaches hope to 
have crews competing later in 
the year. 
For further information or de-
tails on how to become a mem-
ber, please contact  
 
Mary Boner, Chairperson 
(086) 8366943 or Ed Sheldon 
at  Ed.Sheldon@staff.ittralee.
ie 
 
More news from Tralee Row-
ing Club soon.. 

Ballymac Bar                     
Boherbee, Tralee—Bar Food & Pool 

Tel. 066 – 71 215 27 

Attitude Change 
Needed 
You find yourself  on a footpath 
(sidewalk) in Manhattan or Barcelona, 
Rome or Paris and you need to cross 
the road. What do you do?  You in-
stinctively look for a pedestrian cross-
ing or traffic light. What do you do 
that? Because of your fear. You take 
the responsible approach. So why do 
you not observe the same approach at 
home? 
A notice on a bus in Manhattan states 
that if you interfere with the driver or 
if you smoke on the bus  ‘you will ’ be 
prosecuted and fined. In Ireland the 
same notice would say ‘you may be 
prosecuted’ (!) and fined. Why is this? 
In continental Europe if there is a riot 
on the streets the police do use heavy-
handed tactics to apprehend the cul-
prits. In Ireland if the Gardai even at-
tempt to use heavy-handed tactics peo-
ple complain. The culprits escape jus-
tice.  
Anti-social behaviour and drunk and 
disorderly behaviour are common 
sights in every town in this country, 
especially at weekends.  

Any attempt by the under-resourced 
Gardai to apprehend the individuals 
involved is met with aggression by the 
perpetrators and silence from wit-
nesses—when information is sought. 
Some young men and women feel that 
they can drive cars at whatever speed 
they wish causing danger to them-
selves and others. They know that they 
may get caught, but probably not. 
Other drivers break speed limits exces-
sively knowing that they can get away 
with it.  
A person(s) can break into your home 
and if you confront them and/or if they 
get injured in the process of burgulary 
they can take you to court for compen-
sation. 
Personal responsibility for our actions 
and respect for others and respect for 
the law of the land are sadly lacking in 
Irish society today. 
Yes, some laws made need to be 
changed. Yes, we may need to con-
sider tougher penalties for those who 
obviously ignore the law.  
Extra law enforcement will not solve 
the problems. Our attitude towards law 
and order and self-respect and respect 
for others will.  
 



Kerry Archaeological and Historical 
Society 
July 2006 Programme  
Sunday; 23rd  Field Outing: Cloghane 
Leader: Lar Dunne, Archaeologist.  
Meet at: Crutch’s Hotel, Castlegregory  2 p.m. 
Join the Society: 
Tel. 066—71 21 200 or email: kahs@eircom.net 
www.kerrycolib.ie/kahs 
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Judge Day, a Tralee man, had first-
hand experience of violent revolu-
tion. He served as Judge of Kil-
mainham Court in Dublin from 
1789, year of the French Revolu-
tion, and he witnessed the on-set of 
Revolution in Ireland from the high 
ideals of the United Irishmen to the 
bitter sectarian conflict of 1798. 
North of Ireland Orangeism and 
Southern green separatism divided 
t h e  c o u n t r y  f o r t h w i t h . 
In his youth Robert Day had em-
braced the ideals of the European 
Enlightenment. It was the world of 
benevolent monarchies, where 
scepticism was the order of the day. 
Even the Catholic monarchies cur-
tailed the power of the Church of 
Rome, and the Jesuit Order was 
suppressed in France, Spain, Portu-
gal and Austria, and its houses 
taken over. The future lay with a 
tamed papacy and a secularised so-
c i e t y . 
In 1778 and 1782 Catholic relief 
legislation was enacted in the Irish 
Parliament (the right to practice the 
faith, the right to transfer property). 
Admission to the body politic and 
the law was withheld. With the on-
set of the French Revolution, and 
the persecution of the church in 
France, he began to see the com-
mon cause of all religions. He sup-
ported additional Catholic relief by 
the legislation of 1792 and ‘93 but 
he argued (in Parliament and from 
the Bench at Kilmainham court) 
that there should be state approval 
for the appointment of Catholic 
bishops as a condition for final 
emancipation. 
The trend of history was against 
him. The rise of Catholicism in Ire-
land was unstoppable. Religious 
orders would set up schools in 
every important population centre 
during the first third of the nine-
teenth century, and Emancipation 
would be won in 1829 without the 
conditions attached which Judge 

Day had dreamed of. 
But he was a fair-minded man, and 
his diaries find him in attendance in 
Parliament as Emancipation is be-
ing passed into law. He had 
dreamed of a domesticated Catholi-
cism which deferred more to the 
British government than to Rome, 
equating this arrangement with the 
spread of religious toleration. He 
never lived to see the upheaval in 
Anglicanism caused by the Oxford 
Movement and the conversion of 
leading Anglican names to the 
Church of Rome - Cardinals New-
man and Manning the best known – 
and the re-establishment of Catholi-
cism in England. This would be the 
era of Pius IX (Pio Nono) who or-
ganised the whole of England into 
dioceses in 1850 and appointed 
Wiseman Archbishop of Westmin-
ster. 
Judge Day’s great fear had been 
sectarian conflict, to which he be-
lieved the eighteenth-century settle-
ment (devised when William III of 
Orange became King) was the an-
swer. But Newman and Manning, a 
generation later, identified and re-
sponded to a danger equally great. 
Industrial society witnessed the 
alienation of people from all 
churches and religious practice. It 
separated families from home, un-
dermining the society founded on 
the family and substituting one 
founded on oppression, profit and 
greed. King William’s blueprint 
had not, after all, created a better 
society, and the new society had 
found Anglicanism asleep. 

If you have knowledge of an historical event or an historical text that 
you would like to see published in �����������	.�

�do contact us. 
�����������	� is most interested in local history. 

Tralee Court House  Ashe Street (Nelson St.) 
House of Commons in 18th March 1830 
Mr. Johnson, from the Office of the Chief Secretary for  
Ireland. 
Mr. Johnson also presented to the House, pursuant to their Or-
der,-Copies of Memorials to the Irish Government on the subject 
of Advances for Building a Court House in the County of Kerry; 
viz. the Memorial of the Grand Jury of the County of Kerry, as-
sembled at Summer Assizes 1828; and the Memorial of the Gen-
eral Overseers appointed by the Grand Jury of the County of 
Kerry for Building a Court House at Tralee, and a Sessions 
House at Killarney:-And then he withdrew. 
Tralee courthouse was designed by Sir Richard Morrison and 
built in 1835. It has a monument of two cannons commemorating 
those Kerrymen who died in the Crimean war (1854-1856) and 
the Indian Rebellion (1857). 
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On the evening of 31 July 
1922, 450 Dublin Guard, com-
manded by their founding offi-
cer, Brig.Gen. Paddy O'Daly, 
boarded the cross-channel 
steamer 'Lady Wicklow' at 
South Wall. A Whippet ar-
moured car and an 18 pdr. field 
gun were also brought on 
board. At 10:30 a.m. on 2 Au-
gust 1922, 'Lady Wicklow' ap-
proached the village of Fenit, 
where there was a pier that ex-
tended 600 yards from the 
shore. The troops remained 
below deck until the ship was 
alongside the dock, when they 
rushed up topside and ran 
along the pier to the shore. Al-
though the garrison of twenty 
Republicans opened fire on the 
invaders, machine guns on the 
ship, including the Vickers of 

the armoured car, suppressed 
the defenders' fire. Fenit was 
captured in no time and the 
force advanced the short dis-
tance to Tralee, where they de-
feated elements of the 1st 
Kerry Brigade and secured the 
city by 6:30 p.m. The operation 
was far from bloodless, how-
ever, as nine government sol-
diers had been killed and 
thirty-five wounded. The fol-
lowing day, in support of Brig.
Gen. O'Daly's advance out of 
Tralee, a force of 240 troops 
drawn from the 1st Western 
Division under the command 
of Col.Comdt. Michael Hogan 
crossed the Shannon estuary 
from Kilrush to Tarbet in three 
small fishing vessels, from 
where he advanced to  
Ballylongford and Listowel.  
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Holiday Time Be Safe! 
Holiday times has once more come around. It is the end of June, in case you 
hadn’t noticed. This means that there will be many children on holidays from 
school. Do be aware, while driving, of their potential presence around the next 
corner.  
Water safety is yet another concern for all of us at this time of the year. Be 
aware that this is an issue that needs to be taken seriously, particularly where 
young children are concerned. 
Sun protection using an appropriate sun-block or indeed appropriate dress sense 
is vital not only for our short-term health but for long-term effects of the sun on 
our skin. Be sensible and protect your skin. 
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Mr Justice Robert Day  
(1746-1841): 

the Diaries (1801-29), and the  
Addresses (Charges) to  

Grand Juries (1793-1810).  
 

Gerald O’ Carroll 
 

Polymath Press, Courthouse Lane, 
Tralee, Dec. 04,  

ISBN 0-9547902-0-0 
Polymath Press, c/o Polymath’s 
Booksellers, Courthouse Lane, 

Tralee.  
Tel. 066—7128148,  

polymathbooks@eircom.net 



Reading Comprehension: The Strategy for  
Finding Main Ideas   
Read the entire paragraph to get an idea of what the paragraph is 
about. You may find it helpful to whisper the words as you read or to 
form a picture in your mind of what you are reading. Once you have a 
general idea of what the paragraph is about, go on to the next step. 
Examine each sentence in the paragraph to identify the important 
words that tell what the sentence is about. Ignore the words that are 
not needed to tell what the sentence is about. If you are allowed to, 
draw a line through the words to be ignored. For each sentence, write 

on a sheet of paper the words that tell what the sentence is about. 
Decide Re-read the words you wrote for each sentence in the para-
graph. Decide which sentence contains the words you wrote that best 
describe the main idea of the paragraph. These words are the main 
idea of the paragraph. The sentence that contains these words is the 
topic sentence. The other words you wrote are the supporting details 
for the main idea. 
Write the main idea for each paragraph in your notebook. This will 
provide you with a written record of the most important ideas you 
learned. This written record will be helpful if you have to take a test 
that covers the reading assignment. 

Rolling 
Tears –  
Gathering 
Dust 

I reigned the ghetto from 
my bedroom window. I 
owned those people, those 
cars that sped despite their 
calling children, the glass 
broken from the victimized 
streetlights, the beer cans, 
now as crushed as my fa-
ther, and his father’s father, 
and many a dead man be-
sides. All dominates their 
lives, the gray – washed 

walls, and the sirens that, 
over time, almost seem to 
be a melody. It is a closed 
box. A dark one. One you 
don’t know of ‘till you’ve 
been trapped inside. 
I watch almost as an inno-
cent child, one who doesn’t 
understand…..yet knows 
more than men growing in 
deadened coldness, churn-
ing soil for fear of being 
forgotten. 
The ghetto will always be 
the ghetto. There will al-
ways be some toddler in 
the corner who can see 
through the crack in the 
wall. 
Unless of course, your man 
O’Doherty’s gone ape-shit 
again and ran his crappy 
Volvo straight into it, de-
stroying the crack of shin-
ing hope with a gaping 
worthless hole. 
Someone on one of my 
many corners once com-
pared themselves to the 
moon. The druggie said, “I 
am the moon, I am not tol-
erated or appreciated at the 
peak of everyone else’s 
importance, yet in the 
darkest hours I light up 
what is beautiful, but per-

haps should not be seen”. 
Obviously the drunken 
stammers have been re-
moved, and several sensory 
precautions have been un-
dertaken, but he was right. 
That’s what he was, a stag-
gering figure of his own 
light, that served no pur-
pose. It seems funny that a 
man by the name of 
‘Giggles’ became a poet in 
about thirty seconds, only 
to wake up in the morning, 
never having noticed. 
I have often thought of 
myself as a withered child. 
I am brought down by 
what isn’t and shouldn’t be 
mine. Nothing can ever 
change that, or can it? 
Maybe it’s The Moon Man 
who can’t be free. Maybe 
the deflated and exasper-
ated population of the 
ghetto just don’t know that 
they are trapped to the ex-
tent that I do. Perhaps the 
ghetto is not a collection of 
peoples, corners, traps, 
broken glass, and a new 
found use for the common 
kitchen knife, maybe the 
ghetto is what we make it. 
‘Giggles’ was drunk, he 
was senseless, but he was 

home. He sees the ghetto 
as his home, a place to 
‘crash’ and avoid paying 
child maintenance. I can’t 
see it as straight forward as 
that. 
Perhaps the ghetto is not a 
place. Perhaps it is not a 
home. Perhaps it is an 
emotion. If ‘Giggles’ 
would look inside himself 
instead of a whiskey bottle, 
he may see a way out of 
the spiral. The again, he 
may  not. I thought that 
you can only appreciate the 
fullness in something when 
you have overcome a fear 
of it in some way. 
I am afraid, I am in the 
ghetto, I am afraid. What I 
have to stare down is my 
own bottled hatred of my-
self, my life, my home and 
my shame. I cannot abolish 
the years hatred and stigma 
spent in the ghetto. I can’t 
abolish anything to the 
extent I wish I could. But I 
can change what I let my-
self feel, what I let hurt me, 
what I let my soul drown 
in, day after laborious 
day. 
Katie Mc Neice 
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The equinox moonlights 
the way in silver 
patches. The dogs forge 
ahead, sniffing the night 
air, oblivious of their 
final destination. To our 
right a stream gurgles 
and gushes accompany-
ing us on a journey that 
was hers. Once upon a 
time. Deeper into the 
catacomb of under-
growth we cross one 
bridge and then another. 
The moon buries herself 
in clouds, shrouding the 
landscape. In the space 
of a moment our world 
shrinks to the crunching 
of twigs underfoot and 
distant nocturnal sounds 
that fuel our imagin-
ings.“ I knew we 
shouldn’t have come in 
the dark,” moans 
Rachael whose ghostly 
petulant face scans mine 
for guidance. “It’s better 
in the dark”, I mumble 
as I take the lead. I want 
to tell her that only the 
night would release her 

secrets but the words 
implode in my mouth as 
I exhale. Without warn-
ing the stream peters out 
at the foot of Scotia’s 
resting place. So this is 
it,” says Rachael. She 
sits down on the grave 
and hugs her knees to 
herself. I will her to stay 
s i l e n t . 
According to a 600 BC 
legend, Scotia, wife of 
the former Milesius and 
mother of six sons, was 
killed in battle with the 
legendary Tuatha De 
Danaan on the nearby 
Slieve Mish mountain. 
A single solitary grave 
from Pagan Ireland. 
Raw primitive beliefs 
fed by the purity of 
imagination, unfettered 
by later allegiance to a 
dead man on a cross. 
Scotia whose valour and 
courage matched the 
great godlike De Danans 
was laid to rest in a 
grave fit for a Queen. 
Daughter of an Egyptian 
Pharaoh, hieroglyphics 
mark her mound like 
tomb. We lay on the 

g rave  my s i s te r  
and I and soak up the 
ancient energy. Nebu-
lous facts make for fic-
tion and ignite our sense 
of wonder. Was she 
given gifts for her jour-
ney? Food perhaps, 
flowers, precious met-
als? Intuited by her 
primitive soul she would 
go to the great kingdom 
in the sky to meet with 
her beloved. I envy her 
c e r t a i n t y . 
The legend of Scotia 
enlarged by time slowly 
becomes part of our 
consc io us ne ss .  A 
woman following her 
inner laws to avenge the 
man she once loved, 
precious father of her 
sons. Sons who in time 
would avenge her death 
and become leaders of 
this Green Isle. 
Scotia now rests 
in peace, assured 
of her lineage, 
confident of her 
place in history. 
At Rachael’s in-
stigation we take 
leave of the sa-

cred site. On the nearby 
hills, lit by a tapestry of 
stars I see sheep kneel-
ing, some genuflecting, 
their silent figures 
caught in this vortex of 
ancient energy. Do they 
perhaps sense the gossa-
mer thin veil between 
this world and the next 
and are momentarily 
transfixed? The name O 
‘Sullivan, my mother’s 
maiden name is alleg-
edly linked to the Mile-
sians. Could it be I owe 
this life to Scotia’s 
brave heart and scat-
tered seeds? Or perhaps 
Myths born of magic are 
embroidered by later 
generations and the 
truth, whatever it may 
be, is still waiting out 
t h e r e . 
(by Martha Brassil) 
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invites you to submit your story 

or poem etc. for publication.  
Stories of local interest are 

most  
welcome but not essential. 
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Excerpt from 'Studies of the Moon' 
by a local Amateur  
Observer.  
Perhaps no object of a non-human 
variety - apart from the sun itself - 
is the subject of more curious fas-
cinations than that brightest of all 
other objects in the sky, the Moon. 
As the Earth's only natural satellite 
it effects on what happens around 
us have always been asserted in 
numerous fields human interest 
from science to nonsense.  
Its effects on the tides is estab-
lished in so far as anything can be 
established in science. For one 
who believes that a walk along 
Banna Strand is worth a thousand 
ships, a reasonably close attention 
to the tides demands an under-
standing of the impact of the 
moon.  
In short the Moon orbit's the Earth 
and as it does it imposes a gravita-
tional pull on the Earth and conse-
quently on its fluid aspect - that is 
to say the ocean. So the ocean 
bulges along the line to the Moon. 
It bulges facing the Moon and a 
smaller but not insignificant bulge 
of ocean water remains on the 
other side of the Earth. Both 
bulges represent a high tide. And 
because the Earth rotates much 
faster than the Moon moves in its 
orbit, these bulges move around 
the Earth about once a day giving 
two high tides per day. The points 
on the surface of the Earth where 
the oceans do not bulge are at low 
tide.  
When the Moon, the Earth and the 
Sun are collinear (the Moon may 
be on either side of the Earth) the 
resulting high tide is a Spring tide. 
This occurs during a new of full 
moon. 
It should be noted that the Moon 
orbit's the Earth only once every 
29.5 days or so. This causes the 
cycle of spring tides to occur at 
half of that interval. Because the 
Moon rises about 49 minutes later 
on each successive day, the tide 
whether in or out in Banna is ap-
proximately that amount later than 
on the previous day.  
In next edition - 'Guilty by reason 
of the Full Moon' - a look at how 
the Moon impacts on human be-
haviour. 
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Being Present to the 
World Around 

 
‘A poor life this if, full of care, 

We have no time to stand and stare.’ 
William Henry Davies 

 
We often here of the word 'present'. 
In the context of achieving happi-
ness as a person, one has to be 
'present' to what is around - people 
who are around us and the beauti-
ful world that is around us too. We 
cannot live and expect to be well 
adjusted when if we are simply 
self-obsessed.  
How many time are do we listen 
and do not hear, speak and do not 
give meaning to what we say, look 
and do not see, drink and do not 
taste, write things down and do not 
exercise the ability of the mind to 
remember all on its own, rely on 
the phone when we could speak, 
drive when we could walk? In 
these ways we are not present to 
others. How many times are we 
shown something by child and 
barely acknowledge it - it could be 
a drawing, a new tooth, a feather.  
Many of us seem distracted from 
these simple things all around us. 
We are, as is so obvious, too often 
in a rush to give time to who and 
what is around is. When was the 

last time you stopped and looked at 
the Slieve Mish Mountains to the 
south of Tralee. They are like 
sleeping giants, there day after day, 
changing colours with the changing 
light and weather. Interest rates 
may rise and interest rates may fall, 
the price of petrol might go up or it 
may go down, but those mountains 
will not be moved. When last did 
you look out and look at the stars 
that are there night after night and 
realise that when as a child you 
first stood on your little feet that 
you were a tad closer to the stars? 
Did you see the swallows that have 
come all the way from Capetown 
in South Africa just to spend their 
breeding season here with us? 
These fly a far more sophisticated 
machines than any F-15 fighter 
pilot. The good thing is that it is 
not too late to look and marvel at 
the simple things.  
Being present to who and what is 
around you is to be alive. You are 
more than an attachment to your 
mobile phone; you are more to be-
ing a pen-pusher; you are more 
than being a slave to your mort-
gage; you are more that being a 
worrier about your family. How 
often have you gone on a holiday 
and spent it not enjoying it - just 
concerned about your work and 
your responsibilities?  
My friend, if this is you, you are 
living a half-life. 

When soldiers came back from 
Vietnam the phenomenon of the 
"1000 yard stare" was often ob-
served by psychologists in the vet-
erans who were so traumatised that 
there whole relationship with the 
world around them was re-
configured by their ghastly experi-
ences. These young people seemed 
to look in the distance even though 
their eyes were on you. These 
young men and women were inca-
pable of being 'present' to their day 
to day experiences on their return 
from the conflict and in an effort to 
overcome this other-worldiness 
many succumbed to drugs and al-
cohol. This is of course an extreme 
example but does point to the re-
vealing nature of the eyes that have 
always been considered the 
'mirrors of the soul'. Only the most 
skilled actor will be able to conceal 
through the eyes what is really go-
ing on in the mind.  
But it is not the eyes that need to be 
trained to cure the soul or the inner 
self; they merely reveal it. The soul 
or inner-self requires a conscious 
act to be present. This is a chal-
lenge that faces us all each moment 
of our waking life.  
  
Raphael Mulabi 
 
raphaelmulabi@hotmail.com 
 

Defending Your  
Property—Change the Law! 
Currently, homeowners who defend 
their home may have to explain in 
court why they did not retreat when 
confronted with an intruder. They 
can even be sued by that intruder. 
Homeowners who tackle an intruder 
also have to prove that their actions 
were reasonable. 
This law is flawed and must be 
amended. 
-Remove any question of homeown-
ers having to retreat if they come 
a c r o s s  a n  i n t r u d e r ; 
-Prevent intruders from suing a 
homeowner who acts reasonably; 
-Create the presumption that force 
used by a homeowner in defending 
his own home is acting reasonably, 
with the onus on the prosecution to 
show otherwise. 
The law should support the rights of 
the  law abiding citizen—it is the 
criminals that should be locked up. 
A change in legislation needed here! 
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Major International Confer-
ence in Tralee 
During the week of Monday the 19th 
June a significant international confer-
ence took place in Tralee. In the Insti-
tute of Technology the conference of the 
International Standards Organisation 
(ISO) took place. This organisation is a 
global network that identifies what in-
ternational standards are required by 
business, government and society.  ISO 
is the world’s leading developer of In-
ternational Standards. These standards 
are designed to be implemented world-
wide. �������� 
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SSIA’s will inject � 18 
billion into an already 
overheated economy, 
of which � 4.5 billion 
is the government in-
put. The � 4.5 billion is 
the government input 
which you and those 
who did not take out 
SSIA’s have paid in 
taxes. The government 
did not just ‘find’ this 
money they taxed us 
for it! This � 4.5billion 
is more than the in-
crease in government 
spending for all 
health, education and 
social services in the 
last budget. This gov-
ernment is saying let 
the people who can 
afford to save for 
SSIA’s spend the 
money on cars, 
houses, leisure, holi-
days etc.  
The priority should be 
to increase funding 
for: hospital beds and 
employ necessary 
A&E staff; reduce the 
pupil-teacher ratio in 
our over-crowded 

classrooms; provide 
adequate housing or 
medical cards for 
those who really need 
them or increase the 
number of ‘real’ Gar-
dai on our streets. 
House prices have 
gone through so many 
‘roofs’ that ordinary 
decent hardworking 
people are pushed fur-
ther and further to 
meet payments, year 
after year. 
In 1986 the average 
house price was 3.2 
times the average in-
dustrial wage (wage 
was 30% of the cost of 
the house).  In 1996 it 
was 3.8 times (wage 
was 25.9% of the cost 
of the house) and in 
2006 it is 9.5 times 
(wage is 10.5% of the 
cost of the house) the 
average industrial 
wage. When will this 
stop? Can it be sus-
tained? Who is driving 
this increase? What 
does the future hold 
for your child? (Will 

your child have to 
emigrate because he/
she will not be able to 
afford to live here or 
even get a job here?). 
Some of you might be 
considering spending 
your SSIA’s on ex-
tending the family 
home to include extra 
living space – this 
might not be a bad 
idea in the long run – 
at least your children) 
will have a (separate) 
place to live when 
they are adults - plan it 
well! Perhaps you 
SSIA ‘s will go to-
wards the ever in-
creasing bills that land 
on your ‘door-step’: 
Mortgage interest has 
risen by 25% in the 
past 12 months, and 
the recently increased 
ECB rate will push it 
up to a staggering 
33%. In the last year 
there were also major 
increases in the price 
of: Gas  +25%; Heat-
ing Oil  +23%; Health 
insurance +12% 

SSIA’s Money—Where Will It Go? 

Year                   Average. Industrial Wage              Average. House Price 
1986                                  � 12,347                                           �   40,000 
1996                                  � 18,116                                           �   70,000 
2006                                  � 30,683                                           � 291,000 

Musings on Technology  
Think back to the 1980s. The 
Compact Disc was invented by 
Philips early in that decade and I 
remember buying my first CD 
for a “Ghetto Blaster”.…..  
New technology feature.....
more next month 



Special Offer Advertise now 
in  

�����������	�
and get a FREE ad. in  
www.traleetimes.com 

In Ireland—15% of road 
fatalities involve  
motorcyclists 
An untrained teenager on a pro-
visional licence can ride a pow-
erful motorbike with absolutely 
no training, and due to a lack of 
enforcement can bring along a 
pillion passenger. With one in 
six of all road deaths involving 
motorcyclists, it is essential that 
compulsory training is urgently 
brought in. 
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Census 2006 
Has your Census Form been  

collected? 
Census Forms can be returned by  

FREEPOST to:  
Central Statistics Office 

PO BOX 2006, FREEPOST 
Swords, Co. Dublin 

 
www.cso.ie 
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Leonard O’ Donnell,  
Hillview Drive,  

Caherslee, Tralee.  
087—76 152 76 

Au Pair wishes to make  
contact with other au pair(s) in  

Tralee Area.  
Contact: 087—29 09 741 

High Speed Internet Access 
�  34.99 per month 
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Tel. 087 – 69 81 960 

Dust Clouds in  
Ashe St. 
The recent dry weather has 
added to an already difficult 
situation in the Ashe St. area 
as clouds of dust threaten to 
damage stock in business 
premises.  
Furthermore noise, dust and 
dangerous underfoot condi-
tions have been turning cus-
tomers away from businesses 
on the street.  
When the work is completed 
further problems are expected 
on the street as it will be too 
narrow to allow businesses to 
load and unload vehicles 
without all traffic coming to a 
standstill in the immediate 
vicinity. 
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Support An Garda Siochana 
in the fight against crime re-
port suspicious activity play 
your part as a citizen—help 
yourself and your 
neighbours—you may need 
their help some day! 
Tralee Gardai : -  
Tel. 066—7122022 
Confidential Line : -  
Tel. 1800 666 111 

Tarrant  
 Caherslee  

New Pay Agreement 
(continued from Page 1) 
 
Don’t be tempted to vote for this new 
agreement solely on the attraction of 
a 10% increase—(effectively a cost of 
living increase) Do find out exactly 
how it will impact on your working 
conditions. If this agreement is 
passed, in its present form, then the 
employer will yet again be gaining 
the upper hand at a time of unprece-
dented growth and profit, for them.  
Ask yourself, who has gained most 
from the this ‘Celtic Tiger’ econ-
omy ? and 
What are you being asked to do for a 
cost of living increase? 
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My first sighting of Charlie 
Haughey was back in Smerwick 
Harbour west of Dingle in 1980 
when he presided over a pageant 
commemorating the 300th anni-
versary of the slaughter of hun-
dreds of Spanish and Irish men 
and women. My clear memory 
evokes Haughey cutting an Na-
poleonic figure delighting in 
conquering the hearts and minds 
of the western front. Adult and 
child - author excluded - pranced 
around in merry glee spellbound 
in the presence of his magisterial 
eminence.  
Haughey had come of age. Now 
Taoiseach, and in from the cold 
of years of political wilderness 
he now basked in the glow of 
power - not stolen power - but 
power given to him by the likes 
of those who now danced around 
him in obscene obsequiousness. 
A dart of his eye was akin to the 
sight of a divinity itself. A typi-
cal faltering wave of Haughey 
was akin to a blessing from Pope 
John Paul II himself and an auto-
graph of the man was of Padraig 
Pearsian if not Cuchulainnesque 
proportions to the merry folk 
around. And was that a blast of 
'Rise up and follow Charlie!' I 
heard swirling in the breeze of 
that surreal day back west? 
Whatever it was, the Taoiseach 
was amused.  
As the death of Collins in August 
1922 to this day inspires intense 
debate, so too will the legacy of 
Haughey for years to come. A 
dashing figure of political polari-
sation, Haughey walked like an 
emperor whether it was through 
Dingle or the Champs Elysee in 
Paris commanding the attention 
of all he beheld whether that at-
tention be positive of negative. 
Whatever one's view of him this 
is a truth that cannot be denied.  
Haughey represented the stark 
contradictions of Irish life at the 
time. Cronyism along with a de-
mand for social equity; an am-
bivalence towards extreme re-
publicanism especially in this 
side of the country while every-
one was for peace; pride in Ire-
land and Irishness while our 
mothers nursed many of us for 
the streets of New York and Bos-
ton; pride in Ireland's interna-
tional stature while filling 
Slattery's London-bound bus on 
a Sunday evening, love of the 
arts while art and music was con-

sidered a lesser boy's occupation 
at school; love of our cultural 
heritage and all things Gaelic 
while we prevented others play-
ing our national games; the ha-
tred of grandeur associated with 
the English but the love of seeing 
one of our own walk in the mar-
ble halls of kings - these were 
some of these contradictions that 
lived comfortably in the minds 
of Irish folk in the 80's. Still 
these contradictions remain but 
Haughey incarnated them all. 
His personification of them won 
him the acclaim that allowed the 
fellow from West Kerry sur-
rounded by the civilisation of 
country-life, the housewife in 
Tralee scraping an income from 
a pitiful allowance and the busi-
nessman relaxing in his yacht off 
Monaco to agree that Charlie 
was their man.  
But the emperor walked too far 
down those streets until, in the 
public gaze a certain Mr. Dunne 
took just a gaze too much at the 
allures that beheld his attention 
and, if I may paraphrase his par-
lance, said 'Jaysus, the whore has 
no bloody clothes on!' And so 
the assembled public in stunned 
silence realised bit by bit, stitch 
by stitch, grunt by grunt, and ut-
ter by stutter that His Imperial 
Majesty CJH, for so long the 
Merlin of Gaelic Ireland, Il Duce 
of his faithful aficionados, the 
Icarus of intellectualism, the 
prince of poets, the Medici of 
Irish artists, the King Puck of 
Kerry folk and Bard of Inish-
vickillaune was in fact wearing 
no clothes at all and even had no 
pockets to boot! The Emperor 
now became a witch.  
But Haughey was not buried a 
witch. Oh no, but faithful to the 
contradictions that surrounded 
him, he was buried an Emperor 
and in a style that only the late 
John Paul II could surpass. When 
Charles Haughey was laid to rest 
in Sutton part of all of us went 
with him on that Bloomsday. No 
wonder, as Charlie Bird, inti-
mated near his coffin 'he looked 
tired and drawn'. 
 
[Please do contact  us in relation to 
any article published in �������
����	� and if you wish to suggest 
that we include any particular 
story or issue we will do our best 
to facilitate you. 
 
Many of you have contacted ���

���� ����	� already, for which we 
are very grateful, and we will get 
around to dealing with the issues 
raised in due course.  Thank you, 
Editor. 

Service Station & Shop 
For All Your Fuels 

Tel. 066 – 71 21 193 

Something Amiss 
In 2002 the Government 
promised to reduce class 
sizes for children under the 
age of nine to a maximum of 
20. This has not happened. 
Under the proposed new pay 
agreement etc. nurses will 
still have to work in excess 
of 35 hrs per week. 
� 6.5 billion has been wasted 
since 2002. How many, extra 
hospital beds, new class-
rooms, more teachers, more 
improved roads, extra ’real’ 
Gardai etc. could you get for 
that money?  
The next government one 
hopes, whatever the make-up 
of the parties, might also 
consider prioritising invest-
ment in the western regions. 
The Dublin region has had 
more than its fair share of 
investment to date. You and I 
will have to demand that it 
happens for us now. Prom-
ises…..Promises!!! 
But who will deliver?  


